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Providing bank notes is a core BoC function 

• Adequacy of cash distribution 

• Access to cash, incl more remote regions & communities 

Access to cash also affects how BoC thinks about CBDC 

• Availability of bank notes, incl for marginalized populations 
(Lane 2020)

Access to cash for First Nations reserves  

• A few words on access to financial services generally 

Motivation Distribution of Band OfficesBasic Idea First Nations Reserves meet cash sources

637 Band offices Cash sources – ATMs & FI 
branches

Percentage of Band Offices that have a cash source 

within specific distances

1 km 5 km 10 km 20 km 100 km 400 km

Geodistance 33% 59% 69% 82% 99% 100%

Geodistance
incl NWCo 

35% 59% 69% 83% 99% 100%

Road distance 29% 55% 63% 77% 93% 96%

Road distance 
incl NWCo 

31% 55% 63% 77% 93% 96%

1. What methods of payment are used on reserves, in remote areas 
generally – cash, debit, credit, other?

2. What access to payment & financial services should be expected 
for Indigenous people and others in remote areas, and in lower-
income urban areas? (normative aspects)

Next questions, a research programHowever, results are highly skewed The Long Tail: Financially remote locations More about the 49 financially remote locations
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