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Introduction

I In emerging market economies, large inflation increases are a recurring problem
I Argentina (20% - 55% in 2018-9), Brazil (6% - 10% in 2015-6), India (6% - 11% in

2007-9), Turkey (10% - 20% in 2018-9)

I What are the channels through which jumps in inflation affect the macroeconomy?

I Channels highlighted in previous work:
I Nominal rigidity in New Keynesian macro models
I Tax distortions, non-indexation of contracts (Auerbach, 1979; Feldstein, 1997)
I Investment Uncertainty (Ball and Cecchetti, 1990)

I This paper is the first to explore a banking channel through which an unexpected
increase in inflation affects the macroeconomy.
I Banks can be “inflation exposed” because of inflation asset-liability mismatch
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This paper

1. Historical/global inflation episodes over 1870-2016

I Study the response of aggregate credit following historical inflation episodes

I Use hand-collected balance sheet data to construct a bank-level inflation exposure
measure

I Exploit cross-sectional heterogeneity in banks’ exposure to inflation across various
historical inflation episodes

I substantial heterogeneity across banks, with some banks even benefiting from inflation

2. Instrumental variables approach: U.S. in 1977

I Zoom in on a “clean” episode to isolate the effect of inflation shock
I unexpected inflation increase, mainly caused by high energy prices

I Instrument bank “inflation exposure” using state reserve requirements for Fed non
member banks

I Real effects (housing, local employment)

2 / 29



Preview of Results

1. In a country-level panel from 1870 to 2016, large increases in inflation are
associated with lower future bank credit-to-GDP
I even in the absence of monetary tightening
I excluding banking crises, balance-of-payment crises, and sovereign debt defaults

2. Within prominent historical inflation episodes, the lending contraction is
primarily driven by banks with balance sheets most exposed to inflation
increases

3. In the U.S. setting:
I banks that are highly inflation exposed, reduce lending to households
I house prices and construction employment negatively affected
I evidence of ‘misallocation’ channel
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METHODOLOGY
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Inflation Exposure Measure

I Asset inflation exposure measure = weighted average of assets’ +1 and -1

I Liability inflation exposure measure = weighted average of liabilities’ +1 and -1

I Inflation exposure measure = asset exposure + liability exposure
2

I Correlation of 0.45 with an equity based inflation beta (for the subsample of listed
banks)
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INTERNATIONAL AND HISTORICAL INFLATION EPISODES
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Result 1: Credit contraction following inflation episodes
Inflation episode = increase in inflation rate of 10 percentage points or more

Sample: 1870-2016
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Result 1: Credit contraction following inflation episodes
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Result 2: Credit contraction driven by inflation exposed banks

9 / 29



German Hyperinflation of the 1920s

Source of bank-level data:

1. Annual reports from HBS Historical Collections

2. Der Deutscher Oekonomist
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THE U.S. 1977 INFLATION INCREASE
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Background

I Unexpected inflation increase from 5% to 7% in the early 1977

I Mainly caused by energy price shock and fiscal expansion

I No evidence of subsequent monetary tightening (Romer and Romer 1989) or
expectations of future inflation increase (Cochrane 2011)
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Identification

I First Stage
I Reserve Requirement =⇒ inflation exposure of banks in the state

I Second Stage: Inflation exposure of banks =⇒
I reduction in bank loans
I negative consequences for housing and construction employment
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Data and Methodology

I Bank Data
I Call Reports: All institutions regulated by the Fed, FDIC, OCC
I Retain only depository institutions, as these are subject to reserve requirements

I commercial banks, saving banks, saving and loan associations, and U.S. branches and
agencies of foreign banks

I exclude banks that do not have national or state charters or those that do not have full
two years of data

I Inflation Exposure Measure (December 1976)
I same bank-level balance sheet measure as before

I Outcome Variables (change between Dec 1976 and 1977)
I bank variables (from Call Reports)
I state-level variables (house prices, construction employment, retail employment, etc.)
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Reserve Requirements
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Econometric Framework

The Fed membership status and location jointly determine exposure to inflation

First Stage:

(infl. exposure)i,s = α+ β11NM + β2(Demand Dep RR)s1NM +

γ1(STATE)s1NM + γ2(BANK)i + εi,s

Second Stage:

∆(Y )i,s = α+ β( ̂infl. exposure)i,s + γ1(STATE)s1NM + γ2(BANK)i + εi,s

16 / 29



First Stage
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First Stage
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Second Stage
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Channels

1. Bank net wealth channel
I we show that net wealth effects are too small in the U.S. setting
I more compelling evidence for international episodes

2. Deposit outflow channel
I rising inflation can lead to aggregate outflow of deposits due to ceilings on time and

savings deposit rates
I Drechsler, Savov, and Schnabl (2020) argue this channel is important for explaining the

rise of inflation in 1978-1980
I we do not find evidence of this channel in 1977

3. Shift towards inflation protected assets - misallocation channel
I can likely account for large lending effects even for moderate inflation increases
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Net Wealth Channel
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Net Wealth Channel

1. In the U.S. setting
I impaired profitability of inflation-exposed banks is small in magnitude

I reduces ROE by 69 pp compared to an average ROE of 12%

I Difficult to account for 2 percentage point reduction in loan growth
I assuming the reduced ROE is permanent, bank value decreases by 0.69/12 = 5.8% =⇒

approximate fall in lending by 0.62% (BVX 2019).

2. International bank stock evidence
I Larger bank equity losses

I >10 pp increase in inflation =⇒ 30% decline in bank equity =⇒ 3.2% decline in bank
equity
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International Bank Stock Evidence
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Deposit Outflows Channel

Higher nominal interest rates can lead to outflows of non-interest deposits

I no evidence of this in 1977
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Regulation Q not binding in early 1977
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No evidence of deposit outflows
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Portfolio Rebalancing Channel
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Real Effects

Negative effect on construction employment and house prices
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Conclusion

I This paper documents a new channel through which unexpected increases inflation
can affect the macroeconomy

I Evidence from global international inflation episodes:
I In a country-level panel from 1870 to 2016, large increases in inflation are associated

with lower future bank credit-to-GDP
I even in the absence of monetary tightening
I excluding banking crises, BOP crises, and sovereign defaults

I Evidence for the 1977 U.S. setting
I banks that are highly inflation-exposed:

I reduce lending to households
I negative effect on construction employment and house prices

I Important to think about this channel as concerns about higher inflation emerge as
the US economy recovers from the Coronavirus pandemic
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