
A NEW DIRECTION  
FOR CANADA’S BANK NOTES

#vertical10

The $10 bank note, with depictions of Viola Desmond 
and the Canadian Museum for Human Rights, 
acknowledges the past and continuing efforts 
towards achieving rights and social justice for all 
Canadians. It is the first vertically oriented note issued 
by the Bank of Canada.

This note has bold security features that are easy to 
check and difficult to counterfeit. Some of these are 
enhanced compared with the security features on 
the current polymer notes.

Remember, bank notes are only secure if you 
check them!

1. POLYMER
 Feel the smooth, unique texture of the 

note. It is made from a single piece of 
polymer with some transparent areas. 

2. RAISED INK
 Feel the raised ink on the front of the note 

in areas such as the portrait, the word 
“Canada” and the large number at the 
bottom.  

3. MAPLE LEAVES ABOVE THE PORTRAIT 
 Look at the three maple leaves above the 

portrait. The shifting colour of the eagle 
feather from the back can be seen through 
the smallest leaf. The largest leaf is a clear 
window.

4. LARGE TRANSPARENT WINDOW
Look at the detailed metallic images 
and symbols in and around the large 
transparent window. Tilt the note to see 
sharp colour changes in the metallic 
elements. Flip the note to see the library 
ceiling and maple leaves repeated in the 
same colours and detail on the other side.

5. 3-D MAPLE LEAF
Look at the large maple leaf that appears 
to be raised. Feel it to confirm that the 
surface is actually flat.

6. TRANSPARENT MAPLE LEAF
Look at the maple leaf on the right side of 
the large transparent window. It is clear and 
feels slightly raised on the front of the note.  

7. COLOR-SHIFTING EAGLE FEATHER
Look at the pattern in the eagle feather. 
Tilt the note to see the pattern move up 
and down, and the colour shift from gold 
to green.

Watch the security features video and learn more 
about this note at bankofcanada.ca/vertical10. 
Questions? Call 1-800-303-1282 or email  
info@bankofcanada.ca.
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