
R. v. Martin, 2012 QCCQ 1215 (CanLII), 2 years less a day of imprisonment (20 months for 
possession of counterfeit money and four months less a day (consecutive) for uttering 

counterfeit money. Probation order 2 years with surveillance. 

 

On May 25, 2009, Ms. Martin pled guilty to three counts of uttering counterfeit money (s. 452 of 
the Cr. C.) and one count of possession of counterfeit money (s. 450 of Cr. C.). Ms. Martin 
failed to attend court for representations on sentencing, and a warrant for her arrest was issued. 
Ms. Martin also made a plea withdrawal application that was denied.  

Ms. Martin admitted uttering counterfeit money for three purchases in 2005. On two of the 
occasions she bought computers. She also admitted being in possession of counterfeit money. 
During the seizure, done in 2007, $535, 400 in American counterfeit money, and $21, 500 in 
Canadian counterfeit money were found in her apartment. In addition, computers, software, a 
state of the art printer, inkjet cartridges, a paper cutter, and a dryer were also found in the same 
location.   

During the sentencing, the judge took into consideration the following mitigating factors: 
participation of an accomplice (common law partner), late in her life criminality related to her 
common law partner (highly criminalized individual), and the putting to an end of that 
dysfunctional relationship.  

The judge also considered the following aggravating factors: significant amount of money 
seized, good quality of the counterfeit money, seizure of computers, software, a state of the art 
printer, inkjet cartridges, a paper cutter, and a dryer indicating the planning of the offences, the 
monetary gain, Ms. Martin’s prior convictions, and her behaviour during the judicial process.  

The judge also recognized the legislature's condemnation of counterfeiting when he specified that 
possession and uttering of counterfeit money are punishable by 14 years of imprisonment.  

Finally, the judge analyzed the jurisprudence, and confirmed the long established Quebec Court of 
appeal’s position which advocates deterrence in counterfeit money offences. The judge also 
considered a decision from the Ontario Court of Appeal and the New-Brunswick Provincial Court.  
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