
R. v. Bawania, Ejtehad, and Jani, 18 December 2009, Newmarket, Ontario Court of 
Justice (four years each for offences for conspiracy to make counterfeit money/ 
possession of counterfeit money) 
 
On 25 February 2008, the defendants pleaded guilty to an array of offences in relation to 
their roles in the operation of an illegal business that manufactured, produced, and printed 
counterfeit money.  
 
The complex investigation lasted ten months and involved the participation of a police 
undercover officer who purchased in excess of $125,000 in counterfeit money, extensive 
physical surveillance, and the execution of twelve search warrants on businesses, 
residences, and vehicles. A total of 383,634 bank notes totalling $6,765,770 in counterfeit 
value were printed by the defendants and recovered from circulation.  
 
On 22 June 2006, the accused were arrested with three other individuals. The Crown 
submitted that each defendant should receive a sentence in the range of six to seven 
years, less credit for pretrial custody. The defence argued that the defendants should 
receive a sentence in the range of three to four years. The court received detailed 
submissions on the facts, including the testimony of a representative from the Bank of 
Canada.  
 
The court considered the scope of the illegal operation, the quality of the counterfeiting, 
the quantity of the money, the impact of counterfeit money in the economy, as well as the 
plea of guilty.   
 
The court sentenced Mr. Jani to four years for the charge of conspiracy to make 
counterfeit money plus an additional six months for failing to comply with a 
recognizance. The sentence was reduced to 18 months, taking into account the 18 months 
of pretrial custody. The court imposed an identical sentence on Mr. Bawania and 
Mr. Ejtehad, respectively, for making counterfeit money and for conspiracy to make 
counterfeit money.  
 
The court stated that: “money in a democratic capitalist society such as Canada is the 
medium of exchange both personally and in our commercial world. The production and 
distribution of the quantities of money involved in this case infect and compromise the 
ability of decent, honest, hard-working people to conduct business by destroying the very 
fabric of the value of the money they work so hard to obtain.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



R. v. Bawania and Ejtehad, 20 January 2010, Newmarket, Ontario Court of Justice 
(twelve years and eight years for offences of conspiracy to make counterfeit money/ 
possession of counterfeit money) 
 
On 15 January 2010, the defendants pleaded guilty to a series of offences, including 
conspiracy to make counterfeit money and possession of instruments used in the making 
of counterfeit money. In addition, Mr. Bawania pleaded guilty to two counts of 
possession of counterfeit money. Counsel presented the following joint submission:  
  

- for Mr. Bawania, a sentence of twelve years in custody less credit for pretrial 
custody, which results in a net sentence of nine years in custody, concurrent with 
any sentence presently being served. 
 
- for Mr. Ejtehad, a sentence of eight years in custody less credit for pretrial 
custody, which results in a net sentence of five years in custody, concurrent with 
any sentence presently being served. 

 
The investigation, named Project OPHIR II, focused on a highly organized and 
sophisticated crime group responsible for printing and distributing counterfeit money. 
The investigation revealed that the criminal organization, of which the accused were 
members, was using various means to conduct business in a covert manner to avoid 
detection.  
 
A 78-page statement of fact was filed by the parties. The document detailed the 
defendants’ involvement as printers and manufacturers, as well as the magnitude of the 
criminal organization and illegal business operations. The Bank of Canada filed a victim 
impact statement. Among the significant factors, the Court noted that: 
  

- The police seized a total of $4.2 million in counterfeit Canadian $20 notes during 
the execution of a search warrant. 

- The accused were awaiting their sentence for the offences investigated in OPHIR 
I when they were arrested a second time and detained in custody in May and June 
2008. 

- The accused conducted their business in a covert manner to avoid detection by 
authorities. 

- The quality of the counterfeit money was extremely high. The Court noted that 
the difference between the counterfeit money and real currency was virtually 
“undetectable.” 

- The defendants’ operation was sophisticated and large.  
 
The judge adopted the joint sentencing submissions.  
 
 




















































































